
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



6o Publications of the 

With the spring upon which we depend at present held in 
reserve, there would be little doubt that a considerable surplus 
of available water would exist, even in years of low rainfall. 
Should this prove to be the case, plans would be instituted to 
cover the bare slopes immediately surrounding the Observatory 
with forest trees. An attempt to develop shade-trees in the 
early, years of the Observatory failed because they could not 
be irrigated during the dry season. This question is of con- 
siderable importance from the scientific point of view. There 
is little doubt that our atmospheric conditions for observational 
work, already excellent, would be still better if shade-trees 
covered the ground. They would prevent the excessive heat- 
ing in the daytime of the rock and soil surrounding the Ob- 
servatory, and the consequent rapid radiation of heat in the 
evening. 

It requires no argument to establish that our heterogeneous 
systems for supplying power and illumination should be re- 
placed by a simple and central electric plant, operated by a gaso- 
line engine. The officers of the General Electric Company have 
most generously examined into all the above-mentioned re- 
quirements and have drawn up plans to meet them, making no 
charge for the expert services of their engineers. The subject 
was brought to the attention of the University of California 
authorities, who petitioned the Governor and the Legislature of 
the State to make a special appropriation of ten thousand dol- 
lars for the expense of installation. This appropriation was 
generously made at the recent session and the construction will 
begin at once. 

Mhrch, 1905. W - W - Campbell. 

Note on the Orbit of Comet e 1904. 
In an address on " The General Applicability of the Short 
Method of Determining Orbits from Three Observations," 
delivered before the Astrometry Section of the International 
Congress of Arts and Science at St. Louis in September of 
last year, a criterion was given which makes it possible to 
decide in the case of a newly discovered planet or comet the 
limits within which the elements may lie. Comet e 1904 
(Borrelly) having been found to be periodic by Aitken and 
others from longer arcs, the criterion has been applied to the 
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short arc of one-day intervals of the first three observations 
secured by Dr. Aitken at Mt. Hamilton, in order to decide 
whether the period could be approximately determined from 
these first three observations, and it was found that the period 
in this case is indeterminate. A parabola will satisfy the first 
three observations, and a number of practical solutions exist. 
The indeterminateness is due to the nature of the problem, 
and not to the method used. A. O. Leuschnee. 

Berkeley Astronomical Department. 

Lick Observatory Lectures before the Class in Modern 
Astronomy, University of California. 

Director Campbell has announced the following dates and 
subjects for the annual Lick Observatory lectures to be deliv- 
ered this spring before the class in Modern Astronomy: — 

By Director W. W. Campbell : 

1. Tuesday, March 21, 11 a.m. — "Current Eclipse 

Problems." 

2. Saturday, March 25, 9 a.m. — " Current Eclipse 

Problems," continued. 

By Astronomer W. J. Hussey: 

3. Tuesday, March 28, 11 a.m. — "Present State of 

Double-Star Astronomy." 

4. Thursday, March 30, 11 a.m. — " Concerning Nebulae 

and Clusters." 

By Assistant Astronomer C. D. Perrine: 

5. Tuesday, April 11, 11. a.m. — "The New Satellites 

of Jupiter." 

6. Thursday, April 13, 11 a.m. — "The Solar Parallax 

from Eros Observations." 

Dr. Townley, of the International Latitude Observatory 
at Ukiah, will follow with two lectures on " Variable Stars." 
The lectures will be delivered in the lecture-room of the Stu- 
dents' Observatory, and will be open to the public. 

A. O. Leuschner. 

Berkeley Astronomical Department. 



